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INTRODUCTION
At the expense of repetition, but, for the avoidance of doubt, the National Broadcasting Commission perceives Community Broadcasting as a non-profit, grassroots public broadcasting service through which community members 
are able to contribute and foster civic responsibility and integration. It provides platform for members of the community to serve their communal, developmental, economic, social and cultural objectives (Nigeria Broadcasting Code, 4th Edition, 2006). Similarly, the commission recognizes community broadcasting as broadcasting which is for, by and about the community; and whose ownership and management are representative of the community. It primarily pursues a social development agenda.

Community broadcast station exists basically to serve the underserved or marginalized community. The establishment of community broadcasting service will provide voices to numerous communities hitherto voiceless. It also provides access and disseminates information vital to the attainment of development goals i.e. the MDGs. 

From the view point of the broadcast industry in Nigeria as agreed at the Nigeria Broadcasting Code Review exercise tagged “Bauchi 2006”, a community is viewed as a group of people residing in a particular geographical location. It could also be a community based on communality of interest among members who so desired to develop via the use of broadcasting.

The review recognizes 5 categories of communities for the purposes of community broadcasting. These are:

i. a local not for profit organization,

ii. an educational institution,

iii. a cultural association,

iv. a co-operative society, and
v. a partnership of associations.

 A community broadcasting service should not only be owned but also controlled by the community through a body of trusteeship or a foundation. The facilities of the station should also be located within the community. Funds for the station could be generated from community in form of levies, contributions and membership fees. It could also be sourced from local spot announcement or collected as gifts, grants or even donations. Local languages within the communities a community broadcast station is located should be given prominence.
Current State of Community Broadcasting in Nigeria
In conformity with the African Charter on Broadcasting, the Nigeria Broadcasting Code clearly recognizes community broadcasting as the third tier of broadcasting.  So far only educational community broadcast stations are licensed to operate. However, the National Broadcasting Commission is ready and prepared to regulate and control other types of community broadcast stations as soon as such license are issued by the President as required by the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
However, Community Radio is best understood against the background of the other forms of broadcasting, this is because it is not state owned, but rather community owned, and managed.  Neither is it profit making, but at facilitating communication in communities not specially served by the public service, and commercial or private broadcast medium.

You will all agree with me that in many parts of the world today, radio is demonstrating the capacity to enhance economic development, contribute to technical growth, improve health and education, strengthen national security, combat crime and corruption, give expression to cultural pluralism and promote democratic process.  Governments, especially those in the developing world put community radio at the epicenter of their millennium development goals (MDGs).

Community Broadcasting and the Seven Point Ageda
The seven point agenda of the Nigerian government are Power and Energy, Food Security, Wealth Creation, Transport, Land Reforms, Security and Education. Considering the huge population, colossal land mass of Nigeria and high level of illiteracy in the country,  it goes without saying that community broadcasting is the critical mass if properly harnessed would bring about efficient and effective attainment of the seven-point agenda of the Government.   
Education

There is a general disenchantment with our educational standard in the country. One of the latest is the glaring absence of any of the Nigeria universities among the best five hundred universities in the world. This is not to talk of high rate of illiteracy in Nigeria. In an attempt to reverse these ugly trends 27 campus broadcast licences have been issued by the National broadcasting Commission.

Campus stations are expected to augment the efforts of our lecturers handling large classes. The best brains among our lecturers can be recorded and bicycled among the campus broadcast stations across the length and breath of the country. The pandemic of HIV/AIDS ravaging the country, the youth especially, can be “inoculated” by airing health campaign/educational messages via campus broadcasting and  community broadcast stations in the rural areas in particular.  

 Similarly, programmes on mass literacy, the one run by the National Agency for Mass Education that I am fairly familiar with their programme can hardly succeed without the involvement of Community broadcasting. Most of the existing government owned stations at best state and federal levels are not keeping up to the expectation of the literacy programme.

LAND REFORMS

Land being a gift from God is highly valued and appreciated by people the world over. Nigeria in particular is an agrarian society with agriculture as the largest employer of labour, therefore, for government land reform to be appreciated and successful a lot of consultations, information, interest, mobilization and enlightenment   have to be involved.  The only vehicle that can drive home this policy is community broadcasting. Because of its accessibility to the people especially at the grass-root level, community broadcasting can provide a two way policy design to the land reform in view to its importance to the life of an average Nigerian.
   Security
Of major concern is the security situation in the country in general and in the Niger Delta in particular. It is a necessary infrastructure for the development of a modern Nigerian economy. Community broadcasting could serve as a platform for dialogue among the people themselves and between the people and the government. People who feel alienated and resort to violence can be encouraged to voice out their grievances and give dialogue a chance via community broadcasting in their native language by their kith and kin who may share the same predicaments of life. Only the ‘peoples’ broadcast channels’ could offer this. Examples abound. Ranging from Mali through Niger, to Senegal, Ghana, Benin, indeed in all countries of the ECOWAS, region, development experts are crediting rural development conflict resolution initiatives to the power of radio especially at the community level.  Little wonder the Niger Republic, Nigeria’s northern neighbour has about 98 community radios, Mali 88, Senegal 14, Burkina Faso 33, Guinea Bissau 14 and Ghana with 15 ways back in 2006.
Community broadcasting gives a sense of belonging to the people. The heterogeneity of the Nigeria nation, physically and culturally, demands that the people be granted licences for community radio to cater for their immediate tastes and interests. Nothing gives the rural people joy like hearing their own language or programmes being broadcast on radio. 

 Further more, community broadcasting will ensure the control of cross-border broadcasts which are politically dangerous for Nigerians’ resident in fringe communities who depend on broadcasts from neigbouring and other foreign stations for information.  It will also help check the increasing emergence of pirate or illegal stations in parts of the country.

Food Security
Feeding our teeming population is a gigantic task. But considering our tremendous land and water resources coupled with the potentials of community broadcasting in spreading improved agricultural practices based on modern technology and scientific research findings Nigeria can attain food security. Thus, community broadcasting has the potentiality to enhance dissemination of information on agricultural research and modern farming techniques.  This in turn may encourage community radio stations to develop enlightenment programmes on food security in line with the government’s Seven Point Agenda.

It was in consideration of the import of community radio as an essential tool for community development, in Nigeria, the World Bank and National Fadama Development Project in 2006 recognised community broadcasting as a means of promoting sustainable development at the community level, hence their interest in supporting it. 

In realization of the pivotal role radio especially community radio has played in developing economies, it is obvious that its contributions towards the achievement of the seven-point agenda of the present administration cannot be overemphasized.

To me, community broadcasting has the potential to achieve the government seven-point agenda of the present democratic dispensation.  In the area of power and energy, broadcast stations especially community broadcasting, are a veritable platform for the dissemination of information as government policies and programmes for the development of power could be made to reach the people through it.
Power and Energy
  The establishment of community broadcasting in several communities in Nigeria may produce a well informed people, capable of using power and energy efficiently in line with government vision of industrialization by the year 2015.
Community broadcasting with its attendant grass-root advantage stands a better chance of enlightening the people on the dangers of vandalizing power and energy infrastructure. The rate of pipeline vandalisation that robs on the national economy, not to talk of the danger it poses to the lives of our youth could best be tackled the words of our elders via community media. 

Community broadcasting has the capacity to enhance the various reform programmes of the federal administration, especially in the area of agriculture and the development of co-operative societies.

Furthermore, experience has shown that radio signals are often adversely affected by topography and distance from existing stations.  The Nigerian topography and the concentration of broadcast stations in urban centres in the country make broadcast information inaccessible to the teeming population. Hence, community broadcasting is a veritable instrument of social mobilization and community development.  It serves as a channel of information flow between the government and the governed, the grass-root population.  This is in line with the Seven Point Agenda of President Yar’Adua administration.

Wealth Creation

Licensing of community broadcasting in Nigeria no doubt has the potentials of creating tremendous wealth for the nation in terms of job creation. It will employ labour both in terms of personnel for the numerous stations that will surely spring up and further boosting the Nollywood industry. Aside Hollywood and Bollywood, Nigerian Home Video popularly called Nollywood ranks third in the contemporary world of film production. Beyond the shores of the West African sub region, Nollywood and Kannywood, its twin brother has permeated the world big and small screens. Thus, if properly harnessed with the emerging community broadcasting in Nigeria, it will provide job opportunities to the teeming unemployed youth all over the places. In addition to that it has the potentials of becoming Dollar spinner to the national economy.   
Beside job and wealth creation, community broadcasting by implication will check the social problems posed by rural-urban drift in the country, and youth restiveness that is rearing its ugly head across the country.
In conclusion, it is obvious that community broadcasting has a major role to play in the achievement of the seven point agenda of the federal government. However, this will be better attained with a pluralistic Community broadcasting. Beyond Campus radio, Nigeria should develop community broadcasting in our rural communities.

Thank you. 
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